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BROADBAND VISION: 

Universal Access to broadband that is

❑ Affordable

❑ Reliable 

❑ Scalable

HOW WE GET THERE:

❑ Collaboration and Partnerships

❑ Efficient use of funds

❑ Long-term Investments



Needs for 

Digital 

Equity
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NTIA Digital Equity Act Programs

Source: NTIA



Statewide Digital Equity Plan - $754,459 – September 

• Community Outreach and Engagement

• Data Collection and Analysis

State Capacity Grant Program -

• Funding decisions must be based on the Statewide Digital Equity 
Plan

• Invest in Building Capacity of Local Programs

• Potential Examples: Libraries, Senior Centers, Community 
Centers, Non-Profits, Digital Navigators, etc.

Digital Equity Act 
Planning Program
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PHASE I

Use of American Rescue Plan Act Funds for Broadband



MAP OF

STATE/LOCAL

FACILITY

LOCATIONS
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WASHOE
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PHASE II

Use of IIJA BEAD Funds for Broadband



Infrastructure

• $42.5B in broadband formula grants to States- BEAD Fund

• $1B Middle Mile competitive grant program 

• $2B for Tribal Broadband competitive grants

Affordability and Digital Equity

• $14.5B Affordability Connectivity Program – Subsidy to go to 
$30/month for non-Tribal|$75/month for Tribal- individual 
application 

• $2.75B in broadband adoption/digital equity programs

Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (IIJA)- BEAD Fund



Source: NTIA

BEAD Timeline



State Role

1. Engage communities throughout the state

2. Build local capacity and provide tools

3. Define a State grant plan with objective 
priorities, specifically identified projects, and an 
awards process, based on federal rules

4. Seek federal approval for local projects

5. Distribute funds and assist with project 
implementation
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County Broadband Action 

Team Role

1. Identify Needs: Identify community needs for broadband infrastructure and affordability 
programming with an eye towards Universal Access

2. Prioritize: Create a list of priorities based on the needs identified

3. Identify Provider Partner: Solicit partnerships to meet priorities from service providers in a fair, 
open, competitive, neutral manner

4. Jointly Respond to OSIT’s BEAD RFP: Develop infrastructure and digital equity proposals together 
with service provider partner(s) that align to the State Connectivity Strategy and the federal funding 
requirements
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BEAD Application and Award Process

• Eligible Applicants: 
▪ A “Covered Partnership” defined as a local 

government/private provider partnership.

▪ Local Government could submit multiple 
applications with multiple different provider 
partners

• Local Government Takes Lead and Defines 
Priority Areas, Selects Service Provider 
Partner, Submits Application to OSIT
• 25% match required
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SOUTHERN WASHOE

COUNTY

PHASE II 

BROADBAND SERVICEABLE

LOCATIONS
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Areas for 

Collaboration

❑ Digital Equity
❑ State Digital Equity Plan
❑ Affordable Connectivity Program 

Awareness

❑ Infrastructure

❑ Permitting

❑ Identification of Multi-Dwelling Units (MDUs)

❑ Mapping Data Validation

❑ Sharing of Fiber Infrastructure



Brian Mitchell

Director- OSIT

blmitchell@gov.nv.gov
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