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Group 2 Class Project: Creative Connections

Creative Connections Project: Our Why

The arts can provide an outlet for addressing emotional 
and/or problem behaviors through opportunities to learn 
new skills, develop new talents, and express thoughts 
and ideas in creative and therapeutic ways (Ezell and 
Levy 2003).”  

The simple act of performing creatively “is often 
associated with an increased capacity for resilience and 
adaptability .”

Adverse Childhood 
Experiences are 
prevalent in juvenile 
offenders, who often 
struggle with 
resiliency and self -
regulation.

Source: h ttps :/ / ojjdp.ojp.gov/m pg/ litera ture-review /arts -based-program s-for-youth .pdf.
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Creative Connections Project: Overview
• Juvenile Services need for additional resources and activities for detained youths at the Jan 

Evans Juvenile Justice Center - Wittenberg Hall, in particular an arts program.
• WCLA team facilitated a renewed relationship between Jan Evans and the Sierra Arts 

Foundation.
• Sierra Arts Foundation has a proven track record of delivering this type of enrichment program 

successfully
• This connection reignited an invaluable arts program for Jan Evans.

• WCLA Project funds ($5,000.00) provided seed money directly to Sierra Arts Foundation to 
pay for teachers and supplies for the program.
• Jan Evans matched this with another $5,000.00.
• Washoe County School District to provide additional $1,000 in art supplies. 



• Weekly standard -based fine arts classes for youth at Jan Evans
• Three 45 -minute sessions every Saturday
• Accredited art instruction and credit recovery ***
• Experienced instructors from Sierra Arts Foundation
• Art curriculum that supports the youth in developing self confidence and creative 

outlets
• Take home art materials with QR code/link to the resource guide

***A previous partnership between Jan Evans and Sierra Arts Foundation was with the Arts Alternative enrichment program. This partnership now includes standard 
based arts instruction to assist the students with their credit recovery during their time at Jan Evans. Sierra Arts and the art instructor will be a lot more involved with the 
standard based art curriculum, lesson plans, grading rubric, and communications with WCSD in entering the grades in coordination with Jan Evans. 

Creative Connections Project: Art at Jan Evans!
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• Sierra Arts, Jan Evans, and Reno Type to provide colored pencils and sketch books 
with links to the Resource Guide as a departure gift.

• Commissioner Garcia graciously contributed $2,500

• Reno Type $1,000 to support this package.

• WCLA conducted additional fundraising

• It will include QR code link to the resource guide to keep kids connected to the Arts

• Probation Officer can help connect youth to additional resources

Art Cares Gift Package
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• Connect at risk youth to 
community resources to spark 
further interest in the arts and 
the local art community.

• Hosted on the Sierra Arts 
website.

• Currently i ncludes 13 resources
• Sourced by WCLA, including the 

library system and additional 
youth services, like Eddy House.

Resource Guide
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Thank you
For supporting this academy that enabled us to learn about the many facets of county 

services, create impactful projects to better our community, and enable networking 
among like minded peers to  sow the seeds for further collaboration
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Project 
mission 
statement

Enable, promote, 
and celebrate 
volunteerism in 
our community



• Bring visibility to the garden by promoting the space, 
educational opportunities, and benefits of gardening

• Support sustainable, healthy lifestyles by contributing to the 
construction of new demonstration beds

• Promote volunteerism in Washoe County

• Focus on diversity and inclusion

Project goals
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Established clear team member availability early
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Collaborated to identify project idea
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Team survey Review results

Idea 1 - Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe

Idea 2 - Washoe County Parks Dept



Built a detailed project plan to keep us organized
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Project plan ICS documents



Created two groups to lead distinct workstreams
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Project 
plan

Build community 
garden beds at 
Rancho San Rafael 
Regional Park
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Budget and supplies
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Project summary Educational trifold



Parallel social campaign promoted gardening
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County promotion led to full volunteer sign -ups
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Impact Saturday, April 8

Rancho San Rafael 
Regional Park



Project by the numbers
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23 
community 
volunteers

168
total combined 

hours

$5,032
total combined
Volunteer hour 

value*

5
demonstration 
beds completed

5
planting rows 

completed

100%
project workplan 

completed

*Based on current estimated national value of volunteer hour

$4,935
total funding used



• Harvest Day
• Tri -fold to promote volunteers
• Volunteer engagement

Sustainability
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“Gardening is more than 
growing tomatoes and 
pretty flowers –
it’s therapeutic, it’s 
learning new skills, it’s 
providing fresh 
alternatives for healthy 
food, and it’s fun!” 



Special Thanks to the following:

Rachel McClure, Washoe County Master 
Gardener Coordinator

Master Gardener Volunteers

Bryan Harrower, District Park Ranger

Bob Holland, Park Ranger

Celia Walker, Park Ranger

Denise Evans, Volunteer Coordinator

Nancy Leuenhagen, Communications Director

Alexandra Wilson, Program Assistant

Marc De La Torre, Community Outreach Coordinator

Candee Ramos, Community Outreach Coordinator

Bailey Falk, Office Assistant II

Bethany Drysdale, Media & Communications Program 
Manager

Tami Cummings, Internal Digital Communications 
Supervisor



Thank you
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