
SWEET CLOVER RESIDENTIAL TRUST 
EASEMENT ABANDONMENT REQUEST

WAB24-0008

T H E  T R AV I S  F A M I LY



ADDRESSING STAFF CONCERNS:

• Staff Concern: Full abandonment will remove legal access (of parcels 
049-080-25 and 049-080-26)

• The United States Forest Service has stated they will issue either a Special 
Use Permit (SUP) or Forest Road And Trails Act Easement (FRTA) which 
would legalize the access that has been established and utilized for 30 years. 

• County has acknowledged this would resolve staff concerns

• Commission Chair Rob Pierce stated he was in favor of a full abandonment 
even without consideration of the FRTA easement.

• Staff Concern: Full abandonment would be inconsistent with previous 
abandonment request filed by the northern neighbor (049-080-20)

• Staff recommended and the planning commission did in fact rule in favor of 
full abandonment of northern parcel’s road access easements (See Staff notes 
and Planning Commission Meeting minutes from September 2016)
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PARCEL & NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONCERNS:

• Profession Surveyor & Construction Analysis Indicate:

• Impractical topography for development & useablity

• Subsequent harm: erosion, flooding & safety hazards upon two 
parcels: 049-080-19 and 049-080-20.

• Fiscal & Liability Considerations

• Historical use of Caswell Lane & Rose Rock Lane
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EasementConstruction Zone

• Extensive 
construction area to 
both parcels

• Removal of 52 
mature trees and 
their root systems

• Erosion and flooding

Property Line

Construction Zone
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The steep topography is due to a 22% grade of the slope with occurs within 15’ 
of the house.



• Large precipitation 
includes snowstorms 
that yield 5’ of snow 
in a single storm.

• Vehicle traffic

• Snow removal to 
ensure no runoff 
occurs.
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• In the case of development, two parcels would be responsible for the construction 
cost and ongoing maintenance as well as bear significant liability in the event of human 
failures.

• Furthermore, they also would incur additional fiscal responsibility for improvements 
and maintenance of Caswell Lane per the Caswell Lane RMA.

• As the county appropriately pointed out, when evaluating this abandonment request, 
the parcels and not individual owners are the consideration.  

• Future owners could consider these maintenance and liability hazards unnecessary and harmful.

ROAD MAINTENANCE & LIABILITY



STAFF CONCERNS ADDRESSED WITH
USFS DOCUMENTATION
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• There had been a concern that if there was “current 
legal access” that a SUP would not be considered by 
the USFS. 

• USFS is aware of our undeveloped easement and will 
still entertain issuance of both a SUP or FRTA 
easement given the unique circumstances on Rose 
Rock Lane.  

• Their access was established 30 years ago and has 
served as their only access for the duration of the 
history of both parcels 049-080-25 amd 049-080-26.  

• At the time of construction for parcels 049-080-25 
and 049-080-26, BLM was the owner of the northern 
parcels through whom their access was established.  

It was a common assumption at that time that 
there were easements throughout that area.  
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• It is appropriate to apply for one of these permits and 
USFS has been in communication with the residents on 
Rose Rock Lane to resolve the unpermitted access 
issue.

• The USFS has also offered the FRTA easement to the 
county as a solution to this problem.

• The USFS has been very helpful and supportive to 
resolve this issue, providing forms to potential 
applicants and offering multiple contacts within their 
office to facilitate a permit to legalize access.
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• If a SUP or FRTA easement 
were obtained, that would 
alleviate the staff ’s concern that 
led to the recommendation to 
retain a 20’ road access 
easement on the northern 
boundary.
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• In September 2016, the staff recommended approval to abandon the road access 
easements for parcel 048-080-20, under case number AB16-003. 

• At the time of that decision, it was believed that parcels 049-080-25 and 049-
080-26 had authorized access and, as a result, no detriment was found.
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• At the Planning Commission 
Meeting on 9/6/2016, the 
Planning Commission voted in 
favor of the staff ’s 
recommendation for a full 
abandonment of the eastern 
and southern road access 
easements for parcel           
049-080-20.
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According to the county both in 2016 and current, in the 
event that our full abandonment request were approved, 
parcels 049-080-25 and 049-080-26 would not be landlocked.



IN CONCLUSION

• Undeveloped easement access to Caswell Lane is unnecessary and 
harmful to multiple parties. 

• All members of the Caswell Lane RMA are in support of the full 
abandonment of the public access easement.

• Rose Rock Lane has provided access to parcels 049-080-25 and 049-080-
26 for 30+ years without incident.

• There are two readily available avenues to permit their current 
established access per USFS without creating harm to either neighborhood.

• A simple permit to legalize their access is not only in our parcel’s and 
neighborhood’s best interest, but also the best interest of parcels               
049-080-25 and 049-080-26.
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Thank you for your time and 
consideration of our request.

Sincerely,
The Travis Family
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