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SUBJECT: Introduction and first reading of an ordinance amending Washoe County Code 

Chapter 55 by creating provisions regulating commercial animal establishments 

(through an animal welfare permit); by adding related definitions; and by making 

changes to the definition of “County” and all other matters properly relating 

thereto; and, if supported, set the public hearing for second reading and possible 

adoption of the ordinance on March 8, 2016. (All Commission Districts) 

 

SUMMARY 

The Washoe County Commission will introduce and hold the first reading of an ordinance 

amending Washoe County Code Chapter 55  by creating provisions relating to commercial 

animal establishments (through an animal welfare permit).   

 

Washoe County Code Chapter 55 was rewritten to create a unified animal control ordinance 

which was adopted on June 14, 2005 in accordance with the Interlocal Agreement entered into 

by the Cities of Reno and Sparks and the County of Washoe to effectuate the consolidation of 

animal services in the County. In accordance with that Interlocal Agreement and the consolidated 

ordinances, animal services have been provided on a regional basis now in excess of nine years. 

It is based on this experience, revision to State Statutes and public input during this time that 

these amendments to Chapter 55 are being proposed. 

 

 NRS 244.189 provides that the board of county commissioners may exercise such powers 

and may enact such ordinances not in conflict with Nevada statutes for, inter alia, the 

control and protection of animals.  

 NRS 244.359 provides that the board of county commissioners may enact and enforce 

ordinances fixing, imposing and collecting an annual license fee on dogs and providing 

for the capture and disposal of all dogs on which the license fee is not paid; regulating or 

prohibiting the running at large and disposal of all kinds of animals; establishing a pound, 
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appointing a pound keeper and prescribing his duties; prohibiting cruelty to animals; and 

designating an animal as inherently dangerous and requiring the owner of such an animal 

to obtain a policy of liability insurance for the animal in an amount determined by the 

board of county commissioners.  Any such ordinances may apply throughout the entire 

county or govern only a limited area within the county. 

    The Washoe County Board of Commissioners and the City Councils of the City of Reno 

and City of Sparks consolidated animal control functions in Washoe County to be on a 

regional basis.  The consolidation of animal control services was accomplished by the 

adoption of ordinances of the three jurisdictions approving an interlocal agreement 

among the cities of Reno and Sparks and Washoe County which regionalized all field 

services, including, but not limited to, licensing, enforcement, rabies control, kennel 

permitting and related administrative functions relating thereto under the jurisdiction and 

control of Washoe County. The final step in the consolidation process occurred on June 

14, 2005 when the Washoe County Board of Commissioners adopted the ordinance 

which amended Washoe County Code Chapter 55 in compliance with the interlocal 

agreement for the consolidation of animal services. Since that date, animal services 

within Washoe County has been operated and provided on a regional basis. We now have 

over nine years of regional operational experience.  

 It is the intention of this Ordinance to enact and revise sections to Washoe County Code 

Chapter 55 based upon that experience and public input. 

 

County priority/goals: Safe, secure and healthy communities;  Public participation and open, 

transparent communication. 

 

PREVIOUS ACTION 

On April 22, 2014 the Washoe County Commission approved the establishment of Washoe 

County Regional Animal services as a stand-alone department. 

On June 17, 2014 the Washoe County Commission authorized initiation of proceedings to amend 

Washoe County Code (Chapters 5 and 55) related to the creation of the Department of Regional 

Animal Services. 

On July 22, 2014 the Washoe County Commission received an update on the public input 

process regarding Washoe County Code Chapter. 

On December 8, 2015 the BCC voted to send the code back to staff for modification based on 

public comment and to bring it back for a first reading.  

 

 

BACKGROUND  

  

The proposed code was co-written by Regional Animal Services and the City of Reno Code 

Enforcement in response for the need to provide oversight and enforcement within commercial 

animal establishments in Washoe County, the City of Reno and the City of Sparks and to create 

an animal welfare permit process, therefore requiring Washoe County to amend WCC Chapter 

55. 
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The County Managers Office and Washoe County Regional Animal Services (WCRAS) initially 

met with OnStrategy to plan the public input process for the proposed code amendments.  A first 

step in the public input process was to share proposed revisions with key stakeholder groups 

including the Cities of Reno and Sparks and major animal groups in our community to include 

but not limited to the SPCA, NHS and Pet Network. Through individual meetings with staff 

input was received from these groups regarding the proposed code amendments.  

 

An online comment process “Open Washoe” was utilized from July 7, 2014 to August 18, 2014 

to establish priorities for ordinance workshops, to raise awareness of the code issues and obtain a 

broad range of input on topics important to the public.  The unique feature of this community 

engagement tool is to allow visitors to the site the ability to read all the comments posted by their 

fellow citizens, as well as the ability to agree or disagree. 

 

During the public input process there were numerous media releases and targeted email 

notifications encouraging the public to give input on the amendments as well as several news 

stories, print articles and radio shows discussing the changes and encouraging public input, 

which resulted in additional input being received via phone calls and emails.   

 

This process was implemented to raise awareness of the community issues and to ensure the 

widest range of public input.  The unique feature of this community engagement tool is to allow 

visitors to the site the ability to read all the comments posted by their fellow citizens, as well as 

the ability to agree or disagree.   

 

At key points during the public input process, new questions regarding the code revisions were 

posted and the proposed code amendments were edited based upon public input and these 

changes were then posted on “Open Washoe” for citizens to review.   

 

Additionally, links to “Open Washoe” were added to the Animal Services web page and an email 

account animalcode@washoecounty.us was created for the public to communicate their 

comments and concerns specific to proposed Code changes.  

 

As stated previously, a workshop was held at the Wilbur D May Museum on August 27, 2014 to 

discuss Commercial Animal Establishments (retail sales), promoting an opportunity for the 

public to ask questions and give input on the proposed amendments.  During this workshop, staff 

had an opportunity to meet one-on-one with many citizens and address concerns as well as 

receive valuable input.  40 citizens spoke at the public workshop on Commercial Animal 

Establishments (retail sales), in addition to public comments through “Open Washoe.  A 

summary of the public input received online and through the workshops is attached along with 

the specific detailed correspondence provided from all public input. 

 

Additionally, policies obtained from the American Veterinary Medical Association for the care 

and keeping of animals has been submitted with this staff report to outline the examples of care 

expected to be given to animals within commercial animal establishments.  
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FISCAL IMPACT 

None 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Board of County Commissioners introduce and conduct a first 

reading of an ordinance amending Washoe County Code Chapter 55 by creating provisions 

regulating commercial animal establishments (through an animal welfare permit); by adding 

related definitions; and by making changes to the definition of “County” and all other matters 

properly relating thereto; and, if supported, set the public hearing for second reading and possible 

adoption of the ordinance on March 8, 2016.   

 

POSSIBLE MOTION  

Should the Board approve, a possible motion would be: Move to “introduce on behalf of the 

Board of County Commissioners a first reading of an ordinance amending Washoe County Code 

Chapter 55 by creating provisions regulating commercial animal establishments (through an 

animal welfare permit); by adding related definitions; and by making changes to the definition of 

“County” and all other matters properly relating thereto; and, if supported, set the public hearing 

for second reading and possible adoption of the ordinance on March 8, 2016.”   

 


