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Nevada's Early Mental Health History: The Buildings

fry Kim Hen rick

This artide is mot about how the “langieage” of the stafe’s mental
hesslelt history has changed over the last 127 years, so a quick
sunnitary might be useful. The physical faciliy has been called

WML IS, SONN itfﬁmr-f enird wrmie stor: Newaada Insane Asplum,

Newada Stare Hospital, Newada Hospiral for Mestal Diseases,
Nevirda Mental Mealth Insrirute, aid the ciirrent ritle, Nerthern
Nevinda Adule Mewtal Health Services (NNAMHS). The people
receiving helyp from the faciliey
Mawe Dwesr ERmLEles. pharicnis.
elienies, and are currently called
corisniners. The street rnming
alony the Truckee River west
of the hospiral has beew called
Asplum Rowad, Hospiral Road,
Coney Istand and is now
Gallerei Wiy, NNAMHS 15
within boundarics of the Ciry
of Sparks. The torms “parient”
artd “hespiral” will be nsed
gemerically in this history with
m inrenrion to offend.

Wi begin with the story of the
buildings. I a furure sae of
FootPrints we will cowr the
people wio lived and workad in
el nrilidiimgs.

n MNovember 17, 2005, 3 2300 Caverpillar tractor’s
Ohng{- claw slammed down onto the second-story roof

of a handsome brick building designed by Frederic
DeLongchamps in 1927. The first pull of the cdaw tore off a
section of the exterior brick wall and reveabad two empty
powder-blue rooms on the second floor, Evenrually, bricks,
wiiiclouws, luays, dioors, comcrete and iron Ly in a luge twisted
mound, The last component to be destroved was a glass door
with large red letters painted on it KEEF QUT. There was no
fanfare. The demolition took two weeks—Mr. Delongchamps
designed his buildings to Last. This article is written in memory
of this building known as Building No. .

The story of Nevada’s mental health history can be told in two
parts: the people and the facilities. In reality, however, the two

The ovtginal hospial building. bl in 1882, designad by Morrill
A, Curvis. This phoro vwaes taken in e aarfy MO0 The barilding was
dernofished in the 19505, Photo courtesy of Nevada Historical Society.

parts have always been totally reliant upon each other. In a
constant dance of mutual survival. doctors, administrators, staff,
and patients have depended on the vast complex of buildings at
Glendale Avenue Jlll‘ll:ﬂ“l'tli Way to support a certain standard
of mental health care, and the buildings—ofren victims of hard
use and short-sighted planning—have relied on administrators
and politicians fﬁ; adequate funding ro support satisfactory, if
not exemplary, maintenande
and expansion.

Ourpatient services are the
contemporary trend in the
industry so there is lirtle need
for the number of buildings still
standing on the property. Several
buildings have been demolished
in the last few years and on the
recent Mevada Seare Puldic Works
Board s Progect C1F plans, seven
meore buildugs are scheduled 1o
e demohished, Fortueately, for
now, three résiaining historic
Ianildings on that campis are not
wan thar Kisr, Their future remains
in question and this artide is
about those uldings and the
original hospatal building,

The first hospital building opened on July 1. 1882, when 148
patients (Nevada residents) were transferred from Stockton.
Califormia. (Prior to the opening of this hospital, the State of
Mevada paid to have its |1|-rnu1ﬁ' ill patbents housed ar California
facilities ar a very high cost.) Morrill 1. Curtis designed the
hospital building and you will see a grear resemblance berween
this building (see photo) and Morrill Hall on UNR's campus,
which he also designed. The new hospital, which housed all of
the parients and the entire hospital staff, was a grand, three-
story F-ghaped brick building of the Second Empire style. Fading
Glendale Avenue to the south, it fanned out east and west from
a tall central tower and had a smart, patterned Mansard roof.
The second floor of the central north wing had “hardwood maple
floors,” a “dance hall,” and "movie progector booth,” according

Conrimued on page 2
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The Buildings (continued)

Continued from page 1

to a drawing of the building made by
architect Frederic DeLongchamps in the
19205, An editorial in the Werkly Neviada
Stare Jourrual on Decemnber 24, 1881 sums
it up, “...i is a subject of wonder that so
fine a structure could have been produced
for a sum of $60,000.” In the next several
decades, as other buildings were built to
accommiadate the hospinal’s expanding
operations, this uilding was pulled down
piecemeal; first the entire third floor and
the far east end of the main bailding were
razed. then the north wings were torm
down, and finally the main building on
the west side was demolished

sometime in the 19504,

The so-called Stone House,
basili in 1890, is the oldest
remaining building on

the hospital grounds— its
Existende is due toan
embarrassing legislative
Munder that cost the Nevada
raxpayers approximately
L0000 It was bualt (most
likely with patient labor) from
the remains of a partially-
constructed massive stone
sl built to surround a
planned new prison on the
site. In 1873, Democraiie
Grovernor Lewis Rice

Bradley and the Democratic
legislarure wanted the new state
prison to be built just north
of the present hospital buildings, closer
o Kietzke Lane. According to John M.
Townley’s account in Tough Lirele Town
on the Trucker, “The wall enclosure wat
1o measure 450 500" with foundations
nine feet deep and seven wide, topped
with twenty-six foot high walls, five
feer thick at ihe base and three feet a1
the peak. Towers at each corner would
be connected with walkways.” Townley
reported that the wall’s foundation was
busilt with stone blocks quarried from
east of Morth Virginia Street. about one
mile north of whar is now MoCarran
Avenue and, ironically, the upper wall
sections were built with sandstone blacks
brought in from the old MWevada State
Prison’s quarry in Carson City.

A change in political power occurred

in 1875 when only three sides of the
“Great Wall® were complete. The new
Republican legislature, along with
powerful Republican supporters such
as C.C. Powning. wanted the prison

tor b built in Carson City {where the
existing prison was) and refused 1o
allocate any more money to finish the
wall. The unfinished prison wall cost 1%
tirmes what the beautiful new hospital
building cost seven years later. Between
1575 and 1390, the wall crumbled and
neighbors walked off with many of the
stones but enough sandstone remained
tor build the Stone House.

The so-called Seone Howse. built in 1890 with stores from the abandonad -
stk prison wiall {1590 ro priserr). Phote courrtesy of Kim Henrick.,

The Stone House is a boxy, two-story
structure buily of huge, hand-hewn
stones, each one with unique tool marks,
a restament to the fine crafismanship
wsed in their making. The building (like
mast of the buildings at the hospital)
served many functions over its lifespan,
such as for hospital artendants” housing,
The Stone House has two hefty iron
hooks that stick our from the front of the
building about head height, one near the
front door and another down the porch
to the cast. One story (and it may only be
a story) goes that the hooks were used in
the very early davs 1o serure “inmates™ or
“patients” until hospital staff arrived in
the morning 1o admit the hooked people
into the hospital, The stone building has

been boarded up for many years now,

but it can easily be seen from Galletri
Way, It i% st just north of the large main
two-story brick administration buildin
{mentioned next) facing Galletti, with the
curved driveway in front.

The hospital kept growing and the state
legislature approved a new building to be
constructed just west of the old original
hospiral building. They contracted with
Frederic Delongchamps to design the
large T-shaped “Administration Building”
in 1920, Today, it is called Building

No. | and it faces Galletti Way. It is

the handsome, rectangular, two-story
brick building set befind a
modern brick add-on building
buile im the early 19605

(That add-on and the one in
front of Building 3 were not
rescarched for this article.)
According to Mella Harmon
{bocal architectural expert),
the DeLongchamps buildings
were built in the Renaissance
Revival style with “horirontal
aspect and the belt courses.”
Building Mo. 1 blended in
well with the original 1882
building to its east.

A good example of blending in
was the use of two-story bays,
one on exch side of the nine
anchways on the fromt
porch. (Unfortunately. the 1960s
building was artached right to the
bsildang’s frome and obscures all but a few
of the arches.) The front lobby area was
pure ¢lass, a step back i time. A duwing
of Delongchamps describes its “Floor,
Columns, Pilasters, Wainscott & Cap and
Base,” all made of beautiful marble. Terra
colta coping was used between the floors
and a band of “ornament”™ wraps arguand
the ourside of the building. The first floor
had administration offices, a kitchen, a
worien s ward and the visitors” aren The
second floor had a women's |.'||:I-I"I1I-ill:l'|!'_'|"

ot the morth eind and 2 men's dormitory
on the south endd. Om the second oor
wing that was built to the east there was
large room with a laboratory, pack room,
Dactors’ Sorul Room, Cperating Room,
and a Hydrothserapy room.
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The Buildings (continued)

Berween 1925 and 1927, Frederic
DeLongchamps designed two

more buildings in the style of his
“Administration Building.” The first is
the Large, L-shaped “C Ward,” known
today as Building MNo. 3. Similar in
quality and style o Building Mo. 1,
even the stairwells were nicely designed
with tile on the walls, oak
handrails and plate glass
entry doors. It has four
two-story bays, two facing
Gallerti Way and two
facing Glendale Avenue, s
south wing faced Glendale
until, again in the early
1960, a modern brick
building with an open
brick-wall design (like you
would expect to see on a
patio) was built in front of
it. Between Building Neo. 3
and the modern add-on,
there is an odd white wall
with red and blue squares
that complements nothing
around it. The 190s
add-on (Building No. 4)
and Bldg. No. 3 stand Jar

vacant today., A

The other building
constructed around rhis
time was the “Men's
Ward,” or Building No. &
as it was called when it
was demolished in 2005,
It was smaller than either Buildin

No. 1 or Building No. 3, but had the
same Renaissance Revival look and

had one two-story bay on the east

side and one on the west side. On the
drawings for both Buildings Nos. 3 and
6. Frederic Delongchamps instructed:
“Brick—all brick is to be Reno Pressed
Erick Company’s product or any other
Nevada made brick which is equal in
quality to the above named brick.”
According to local brick enthusiast

Beth Miramon, not only did the records
of the time indicare thar bricks from
“Reno Pressed Brick Company™ were
used for the hospital buildings designed
bg DeLongchamps, bur there was
absolutely nothing of equal quality to
be found locally.

DeLomrgohanps Administration Buikding with the nao Iy
lefr is the Stome Honse, To the vighr of the Adimin. Bl is the Lt western
of the bemurifil 1882 buildfng thurr was rotally gone by the 1950x. Lower
ey Cikerudale) & Dedosgehuamps “C” Wand (now
of thar i Bldy. No. & diar ws demolishad in 2005,
It thhe pper right is the sprawding Edward Rorsons “Waand” Bliy. built in 1949
and eorn dovwn in 2007, Phoro conrtesy of NNAVHS,

righr [-shaped building
Bldy. 3) annd just o the i

Another notable architecr, Edward
Parsons, also beft his mark on NNAMHS
history, when in 1949 he designed a
large, two-story, flat-roofed “Male
Ward Building”™ northeast of the other
hospital buildings. A sign of the times,
it was a plain affair in comparison to
DeLongchamps designed buildings

NNAMHS aroumd 1950 (dare on phioto i wiomg), On the keft, the barge 1920

I, 3 & &, with a modern look more like
that of a cnqwmmmr'y sprawling high
school. According to the “Survey of the
Mevada Hospital for Mental Diseases,
Bulletin Mo, 10,7 pulbslished in 1950, the
ward was designed to accommaodate

160 patients. This report indicates that
within nearly two years, this building
was showing signs of deterioration in
the Mooring and hardware and plumbing
and the flar roof needed repairs due 1o
leakage. Despite the quick decline (which
mirrors complaints reported abour the
original 1382 building), Edward Parsons
was brought back time and rime again
to work on other bullding projects, such
as renovations on the Delongchamps”
buildings and the S1one House, Farsons’
Male Ward Building was demolished

ol s on thee

Trisckee Meadows ditch-bovers might want
to know that besides having water rights
to the Sullivan-Kelly Ditch, the hospital
abso filed a deed in April 1887 for the
“State of Mevada Insane Asylum Flume.”
The [nﬁi&h Ml Daech also meanders

through the property.

For those interested in cemeteries, recent
efforts by the non-profit
group, Friends of NNAMHS
Cemetery, has opened a
dialogue with the hospital
and the City of Sparks to
begin an era of respect for
thase who have been baried
on the hospital p,n:lunds.
They have plans to restore
and preserve the hospital's
cemetery. Their welbsite is
horpe/firiendsofnorthern
nevadaadulimentalbealth
servicescemelery.comy, eaer

I wish to thank Arline
Laffery, Rosie Cevasco,
Carolyn Mirich and Beth
Miramon for sharing
their great research
materials, Aella Harmon
for her architectural
help. and Carol Coleman
for her patience. Also,
thanks to UNR Special
Collections staff and the
MNevada Historical Soci-
ety staff for always accommadat-
i::g niy tedious projects. | obtained
information From various Reno
newspapers; government publica-
rions such as the Mevada Lrgislaliw
Counsel Bureau Bulletin Mo, 10; ar-
chitectural drawings at UNR Special
Collections; photographs. Sanborn
maps, Nevada State and Assembly
Journals, and vertical file informa-
tion from the Mevada Historical
Society: and online sites such as
httpe//nevadaculture.org/shpo and
htepe/fww.unr.edu,/tour/mh.homl.

Kim Henrick is a volunteer at the
Mevada Historical Society. She isa
member of the HRPS Editorial Stafi.
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